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Des mots, des sons, des ailleurs

Following the success of previous 

years, the 4th edition of the Bilingual 

Literature and Music event will be on at 

Trinity University on the 20th of May 

2017 at 6 pm. A fantastic opportunity 

to hear engaging poetry and songs in 

French, English and other languages.



Artists

-Oz Hardwick-
     Oz Hardwick is a York-based poet, photographer, music 

journalist, and occasional self-deluded musician. As a viable 

alternative to poverty, he is Professor of English at Leeds 

Trinity University, and has written extensively on 

misericords and animal iconography in the Middle Ages. 

     Oz has published more than four hundred poems 

internationally, in journals and anthologies, as well as having 

work performed in musical settings and as part of art and 

film collaborations. His latest poetry collection is The 

Ringmaster’s Apprentice (Valley Press, 2014), and he is co- 

author, with Amina Alyal, of the Saboteur-shortlisted Close 

as Second Skins (IDP, 2015). 

     In his dreams, Oz plays bass in a Belgian space-rock band. 

-Bob Beagrie-
     Bob Beagrie is a poet and playwright from Middlesbrough. He 

has published several full collections of poetry and a number of 

pamphlets, most recently Leasungspell (Smokestack Books, 

2016) and Nobody (Hunting Raven Press, 2017). 

     His work has appeared in many anthologies, journals and 

magazines and has been translated into Finnish, Estonian, Dutch, 

Danish, Swedish, Spanish and Urdu. He is a senior lecturer in 

Creative Writing at Teesside University and a founding member 

of the experimental poetry and music collective 'Project Lono'. 



-Reno Bistan-

-Valérie Harkness-
     Valerie is a linguist and a published author : she has written a 

number of books of poetry including ‘Doublure’ (Polder), ‘Je glisse’ 

(Jacques Andre Editeur, Lyon), and ‘‘Lundi’ (Editions Henry) which 

was very well received and praised for its original and empathic 

style. 

     Valerie has been awarded a grant from the Centre National du 

Livre for a book on the theme of ‘exile’. She now writes short 

stories and poetry in both English and French. Her latest interest 

has been in texts written in a mixture of languages. 

      Valerie performs and offers presentations and workshops in 

France and in the UK in both French and English. She also 

organizes and presents the popular Bilingual Literature and Music 

Event (Leeds Trinity University – next event is 20th May at 6 pm) 

where she enjoys performing duets, with her daughter, Susie, who 

reads with her, and with Reno, a French musician 

(composer/interpreter) who accompanies the readings with 

accordion music.   

      Après un petit exil italien, Reno Bistan a fait

son retour chansonnier en France avec dans 

sa valise quelques chansons inspirées par la 

ville de Gênes qui l'a accueilli le temps d'une 

année. Ironie, autodérision et poésie restent la 

marque de fabrique du Bistan qui mêlera donc 

de nouvelles chansons préfigurant un disque à 

venir et quelques plus anciennes.



-Amina Alyal-

-Nathalie Henry-

     Performance poet, storyteller and teacher, Nathalie 

Henry has lived almost twenty years in the UK and 

writes in English and French poems about exile, love 

and language. She wrote and produced a short film, 

B.A.D. with an all-women team and the support of the 

School of Media and Communication of the University 

of Leeds. She now lives with her daughter, a 

photographer, in Lyon in France and is editing a series 

of bilingual texts untitled « Bindweed/Liseron ». 

    

      Amina has published widely in journals and 

anthologies, including Envoi, Iota, Dreamcatcher, and 

the Aesthetica Creative Writing Annual. Her 

collaboration with Oz Hardwick, Close as Second 

Skins (Indigo Dreams 2015) was written as part of a 

Japanese-style poetry and music show performed in 

several venues in the Yorkshire region. 

     She has published two collections:  The 

Ordinariness of Parrots (Stairwell Books 2015), and 

Season of Myths (Wordspace with Indigo Dreams 

Press 2016). She specialises in Creative Writing and 

Renaissance and Victorian Literature at Leeds 

Trinity University.  See www.indigodreams.co.uk and 

www.stairwellbooks.co.uk. 



Programme

AND A WONDERFUL, DELICIOUS BUFFET WITH WINE OR JUICE !  

The evening will include:

Poetry readings in English - Bob Beagrie; Oz Hardwick;  Amina 

Alyal. 

Poetry readings in French and English - Valerie Harkness (with 

Susie Harkness and Reno); Nathalie Henry.

French songs - Reno (accordion, guitar). 

Meli-Melo : poetry readings in Japanese with Noriko Brown; in 

Italian with Sara  Trentini; in Mandarin Chinese with Yelin; in 

German with Claudia Fabian.  

The Bilingual event is an inspiring, convivial event, a 
blend of music, poetry and languages. 

What they say

"It was really interesting to listen to the meaning of poems and how it was 

interpreted from one language to another. It was easy to follow and was run 

smoothly from one speaker to another." 

"[Merci] pour cette soirée formidable. J'ai été émerveillée, bouleversée, 

amusée, nourrie..."



To join us

Time and Venue 
The event is at 6.30 on 20th May in the Conference Suite of Leeds Trinity 

University in Horsforth (Leeds) but for a prompt start, you are welcome to 

arrive a little earlier and enjoy a glass of wine or juice. 

Bookings
Tickets are £6 (£5 for Alliance Française members) and include the buffet 

and drinks. 

Please get in touch with Valerie (Valerie@afleeds.org.uk) to book your 

place (and to avoid disappointment – the number of guests is limited).  

"C’était un vrai plaisir d’être transporté autour du monde par les poèmes 

et la musique." 

" [I particularly liked] the patchwork of different voices and languages, the 

blend of music and poetry; seeing so many nationalities in the same room, 

so many languages mixed; listening to all the wonderful readings." 

"I really enjoyed the day for its variety of languages, styles and poets." 

We look forward to sharing that evening with 
you.

"The evening itself was like a flower, petal after petal opening out, another 

voice, another language, another art-form." 


